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Summer Worship Hours 

Summer worship hours begin Sunday, May 28 

 

7:30 am  Community Pancake Breakfast 

8:30 am  Contemporary Worship (Hope Hall) 

10:00 am  Traditional Worship (Sanctuary) 

11:15 am  Fellowship 

 

Five Guiding Principles of  

Grace Lutheran Church 

1. Jesus is Lord! 

2. Pray, Seek, and Follow God’s Will 

3. Share the Good News of Christ 

4. Embrace God’s challenge to Love and Serve 

Others 

5. All are Welcome 

By God’s grace, we are in the city for good! 

  Heat Respite 

At Grace, we are called by God to be in the city for 

good!  Our annual Heat Respite program is in full 

swing. Heat relief is in Hope Hall, June 12—

September 1, Monday-Friday, 9:00 am-5:00 pm.  

Our mission during the summer months is to provide 

a space for heat relief for those who would otherwise 

be on the street, while building community through 

the sharing of meals, water, community re-

sources and ourselves. Please participate in the 2017 

Heat Respite. Contact our outreach coordinator Kim 

Davidson at 602-651-1182. 



By God’s grace, we are in the city for good!  

 

As a teenager, I attended a week-long leadership 

training where I wrote my very first personal mission 

statement.  Right from the start, writing mission 

statements was a very compelling activity for me.  

Throughout the rest of my high school and college 

years, every six months or so, I would update my 

personal mission statement.  Of course, during these 

critical developmental years of any person’s life, 

goals and foci change with regularity.  Even in these 

early years of my life, being clear about my objec-

tives was helpful.  So many of us ask: What am I do-

ing with my life?  Where am I going?  What is the 

point?  Well, writing a mission statement can give 

clarity to what we are doing day in, day out.  And 

when we sit down to write a mission statement, we 

might realize—as I did—that our mission is not so 

much tied to a particular task or goal but to a way of 

being in the world, the hows instead of the whats.  

For instance, for me, when I wrote my personal mis-

sion statement, I was most concerned with being a 

person of integrity and a person of love than of doing 

anything in particular. 

 

Once in a while, though, we get to do something that 

really embodies our mission.  At Grace, our mission 

statement reads: By God’s grace, we are in the city 

for good!  You have probably all heard me say that 

we mean this in two ways.  One, that we are here to 

stay for the long haul.  We love our neighborhood 

and believe God has placed us here at 3rd Street and 

Moreland because God has a mission for us on this 

particular piece of real estate.  Two, we are here to 

do good in Jesus’ name, to be light and salt in the 

world.   

 

Right now, we have the opportunity to be light and 

salt, to do good in a really particular way, and I in-

vite each of you to discern how God may be calling 

us to serve God and God’s people through this op-

portunity.   

From the Pastor’s 

Pen 

True North is a development corporation headed by a 

man named Jonathon Vento.  When I met Jonathon, 

one of the first things he said to me was: I’m con-

cerned about the gentrification of this neighborhood.  

And I said: Me too!  He said: There is no affordable 

housing being planned in all this development hap-

pening in downtown Phoenix, yet this a perfect spot 

for affordable housing because of the light rail and 

the proximity of services.  And thus began a conver-

sation between Grace and True North that has result-

ed in a proposal for Grace to engage in a long-term 

lease with True North in order that they might build 

transitional housing for families exiting homeless-

ness.  This housing would be managed by the non-

profit Homeward Bound; providing this type of 

housing—along with necessary services—is all 

Homeward Bound does.  The proposed lease would 

be for the portion of our land on which the play-

ground and parsonage now sit. 

 

I think God has given us the opportunity to embody 

our mission.  Please pray with me about this. 

 

With much love for all of you, 

Pastor Sarah 

 

 

July Community Building Goal 

Our community building goal is for each person to 

volunteer with or donate to heat respite at least once.  

 

Wilbur Update 

During June, we received Wilbur funds for Campfir-

mation. The funds went toward Campfirmation costs 

for our students attending as campers and counselors. 

Thank you for your gifts! 

During July, our Wilbur funds are designated for 

ELCA Refugee Relief  to help displaced people and 

children who are in need. 

 

Update from the Faith Formation 

Ministry Team 



One of the YAGM just wrote a blog post about his 

experience living in a predominately Muslim country 

and what that has meant for him as a Christian.   
 

I am also in the process of making preparations for 

our next group of YAGM who will arrive in late Au-

gust.  At this time we are preparing to welcome sev-

en YAGM in the program next year.   

  

Please share my greetings with everyone at Grace 

Lutheran.   

 

Thank you again for your gracious support.  May the 

Holy Spirit guide you and stir you up during this 

Pentecost season.  

  

Grace and peace, 

Pastor Kristin Engstrom 

 

 Synod Assembly  

 

Grace Council Member, Brian Flatgard, shares his 

reflections on this year’s Synod Assembly: 

 

First was a breakout session for the churches of the 

Capital Conference, where a time of committee 

nominations became, instead, a time for all of us to 

meet each other and talk. I found it beautiful to see 

the diversity of churches in our little conference, and 

the honest joy between the conference's pastors. I 

became aware that our individual churches tend to 

become silos as we look inward at our problems and 

concerns. At the conference I saw so many churches 

have similar situations to us, and all have imple-

mented creative solutions. I hope we can find ways 

to reach out to other churches, and not just at the 

leadership level, to share so much of what we have 

in common. 

Secondly, I was inspired at the presentation from 

our national ELCA leaders. Our little church tithes 

to our synod, which in turn gives half to the greater 

ELCA, which funds so many good things in the 

United States and throughout the world. The range 

of what Lutherans do is dizzying, and it gave me 

strength at a time when I'm feeling politically hope-

less. It was a great reminder that what truly matters 

is how we act, day by day, as individual people and 

as individual churches. What truly matters is com-

mon community with other people of faith who 

wake up each day and wonder what path God has 

set before us, put on their shoes, and start walking.  

Greetings from the Faith Formation Team. May this 

summer be a time of recreation and restoration for 

Grace Church and all in community here. Just don’t 

expect it to be cool! Many people are traveling and 

schedules are out of the ordinary, so I encourage you 

to read the Sunday bulletin announcements, read the 

Gracevine and mark your calendars to stay in the 

loop and keep up with our amazing operation. In par-

ticular, remember that Heat Respite is going on all 

week. Talk with Kim and Marlene about specific 

volunteer and donation opportunities. Sunday Fel-

lowship is at 11:15 am in Hope Hall and is always a 

treat after traditional service. Many thanks to all who 

sign up for these refreshments and to Linda Erickson 

and Evalyn Ehlen for the special lunches on Moth-

er’s and Father’s Day. You, too, can help with this 

ministry of hospitality. Sign up on the big chart in 

Hope Hall and give it a try! 

Are you looking around for a new ministry focus? 

Look no further and read the following letter. 

 

Hello Pastor Stadler and the people of 

Grace Lutheran Church, 

I recently received the wonderful news from the 

Global Church Sponsorship office of the ELCA that 

you will be supporting me as an ELCA missionary 

here in Senegal this year. Thank you so much for 

your generous support in the work that God has 

called us to engage in here in Senegal. 

  

As you may know, my call here in Senegal, West 

Africa is to serve as the Country Coordinator for the 

new Young Adults in Global Mission (YAGM) pro-

gram in Senegal.  This year is the first year of the 

program here in Senegal.  Currently, five young 

adults are serving alongside our two Lutheran part-

ners.  They first arrived in mid-August and are cur-

rently in their last month of service as I write 

this.  They will leave their host communities on July 

3rd for our end-of-year retreat, and then they will 

depart for the US on July 10th.  

  

If you would like to get a glimpse into the YAGM 

program and our lives here in Senegal, the best way 

to do that is through the YAGM blog. There you will 

find blog posts by each of the YAGM, pictures from 

special events and daily life, as well as links to each 

of the individual blogs kept by each YAGM.   

  

The YAGM Senegal blog can be found at http://

yagmsenegal.wixsite.com/blog.  

http://yagmsenegal.wixsite.com/blog
http://yagmsenegal.wixsite.com/blog


"The NGSC is a four-year leadership development 

program (with a two-year transfer track) where stu-

dents study their chosen major, engage in practical 

elements of leadership, learn cross-sector collabora-

tion and take internships each summer working on 

real issues in the public, private and nonprofit sec-

tors all while pursuing their own chosen social mis-

sion.  Students train directly with ROTC cadets and 

midshipmen in leadership exercises and field train-

ing exercises.  This is a recognition that civilian ser-

vice and military service are really just two sides of 

the same coin; both make us stronger as a nation."  

We started with a "small" group of about 25, and as 

other service groups were done at other projects 

around the valley, those groups joined us as well.  

The Commander of Luke AFB, Brigadier General 

Brook Leonard, was on hand, putting himself and his 

leadership team to work alongside their men and 

women in the sweltering heat. We estimate there 

were about 60-70 people on hand that day!  

 

Heat Respite 2017 

Heat Respite has started off with a bang! Despite the fact 

that, during our entire second week, we were under an 

Extreme Heat Warning (a local sign read 125 degrees on 

Tuesday the 20th!). For the first three weeks of the pro-

gram, from June 12 – June 30, we served an average of 

198 persons each day, with a total of 2,968 entries. We 

also had almost 1,100 total volunteer hours to help us op-

erate.  We could not do this without our volunteers, and 

while we have had many people help out, I’d like to spe-

cifically thank Marlene Haller who is running our kitchen 

this year with Frank Soto, as well as Moses Elder and 

Charles Mack who have been volunteering with our pro-

gram every single day.   

We are averaging distributing 3 to 4 cases of water an 

hour, bottle by bottle, and are so extremely grateful to 

those who donated water for our community members 

attending Heat Respite; water donors include (but are not 

limited to) the City of Phoenix Heat Relief Network, New 

Covenant Lutheran Church’s repeated donations, Moun-

tain View Lutheran Church’s repeated donations, and Su-

perior Radiator Coils. We are also thankful to St. An-

drews Episcopal Church for their continuous donations of 

snacks for our program, as well as First UCC and Peace 

Lutheran Church for their several large donations of sack 

lunches.  Lord Of Life Lutheran Church continues to dis-

tribute clothing during Grace Room hours on Monday 

mornings.  We have had several groups volunteer with us 

during the first month of our program, including Boys 

Hope Girls Hope, All Saints Episcopal Church Youth 

Group, St. Mary’s Basilica Church, and of course, our 

own Grace Lutheran Youth Group. We have too many 

individual donors to list here, but we are extremely grate-

ful to those who are supporting our program in your indi-

vidual ways. Please allow me to share one particular 

group that made an instrumental and huge impact on 

Grace Lutheran Church. 

On Friday, June 16, we were honored to have a consorti-

um of active duty service men and women from Luke 

AFB along with students from ASU who were our 

“Caretakers for a Day”.  The group was from the Next 

Generation Service Corp (NGSC) through the Public Ser-

vice Academy in the ASU College of Public Service & 

Community Solutions.  



The teams cleaned up store rooms, the basement 

(just wait until you see what they accomplished!), 

the surrounding neighborhood, helped with the Heat 

Respite program with registration and in the kitchen, 

rebuilt shelving, hung doors, sat and talked with 

community members...so much was accomplished . 

I would like to personally thank (pictured below with 

myself) Brett Hunt, Exec Dir of the Public Service 

Academy at COPSCS/ASU; General Leonard; Anita 

Le, NGSC/ASU; and Lt. Col Rhett Hierlmeier, Dir 

of Ops for the 56th Operations Group/Luke AFB, for 

helping to coordinate bringing this large group to 

Grace.  Many (but by no means all) who participated 

are pictured on the front page of this Grace Vine. 

And last, but not least, a HUGE THANK YOU to 

our own Caretaker Lester Andrews for directing this 

large group.  Lester…you went above and beyond 

the call of duty! 

If you are interested in volunteering or making a do-

nation (however big or small) for the Heat Respite 

program, please contact me directly, at 602-651-

1182.1182 or outreach@graceinthecity.com.  Thank 

you.                  Kim Davidson, Outreach Coordinator 

 

Youth in the Big Apple! 

The youth of Grace will travel to New York City to 

serve in the community and learn about life in a dif-

ferent place July 2-8! A special thanks to those who 

wrote notes, letters and words of encouragement for 

the kids. Thank you for your support! 

Youth Update 

Pastor Sarah’s Sabbatical  

Pastor Sarah will be going on sabbatical July 10-

September 9.  If you have not had a chance to hear 

about what a sabbatical is or why it is taken, here’s a 

snapshot. 

About 15-20 years ago, the ELCA noticed a trend of 

pastors serving congregations 5-7 years and then 

seeking a new call.  Through research, they discov-

ered that the reason for the short length of call was 

burnout.  Pastors were simply burned out after years 

of being on-call and working 50-65 hour weeks, with 

only 4 weekends off a year in a culture where almost 

all family gatherings and social events happen on 

weekends.  What came from this finding was encour-

aging congregations of the ELCA to offer a sabbati-

cal to their pastor after she/he had served in the con-

gregation 5-7 years.  In the ELCA, a typical sabbati-

cal is 3 months long and does not replace regular va-

cation time.  The hope through the sabbatical is that 

the pastor will remain in their call longer and be 

healthier which, in turn, leads to healthier congrega-

tions.   

After 6 1/2 years at Grace, Pastor Sarah will be tak-

ing a 2 month sabbatical.  Most of the Sunday wor-

ship services during her sabbatical will be led by Pas-

tor Mary Louise Frenchman; worship on July 30 and 

August 27 will be led and preached at by members of 

Grace. 

Our lay communion ministers Bev Zannos, Barb Bu-

ta, and Nancy Tickle will continue to visit home-

bound members, and  Margie Betz and Linda Erick-

son will visit those in the hospital as well as a couple 

of the outlying homebound members.  Clergy will be 

available in emergencies, such as death, accidents, or 

other emergencies. 

In July: Pastor Rock Fremont from Central United 

Methodist Church, 480-280-6598  

In August: Pastor Stoney Bowen-Weiszmann from 

Mount of Olives Lutheran Church, 602-616-5690  

In September: Pastor Lara Forbes from Faith Luther-

an Church, 602-710-0701  

Members of council and other leaders will be super-

vising staff, and of course, staff members will step up 

to care for the day-to-day tasks of ministry. 

During her sabbatical, Pastor Sarah will not be avail-

able via phone, text message, or email.  Please let her 

know if you have questions about her sabbatical. 

mailto:outreach@graceinthecity.com


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

2– 7:30 am Com-
munity Breakfast– 
Hope Hall 
8:30 am  Contempo-
rary Worship– Hope 
Hall 
10:00 am Traditional  
Worship- Sanctuary 
11:15 am Fellow-
ship– Hope Hall 
12:45 pm New Life 

in Christ- Sanctuary 

3– 9:00 am Heat 
Respite 
9:00 am Grace 
Room 
5:00 pm Trunk 
Space 
6:00 pm Praise 
Band 
Rehearsal 
Pastor Sarah & 
youth on mission 

trip  

4- 9:00 am Heat 
Respite 
10:00 am Prayer 
Group 
5:30 pm Yoga 
Class with Tami– 
Sanctuary 
Independence 
Day 

Office Closed 

Pastor Sarah & 
youth on mis-

sion trip  

5- 9:00 am Heat 
Respite 
9:15 am Staff 

Meeting 
Pastor Sarah & 
youth on mission 
trip  

6-9:00 am Heat 
Respite 
1:30 pm Circle the 
City—parking lot 
5:45 pm Trevor’s 

Vision Communi-
ty Meal- Hope 
Hall 
Pastor Sarah & 
youth on mission 
trip  

7– 9:00 am Heat 
Respite 
6:00 pm First 
Friday– Sanctu-
ary 
Lester’s Sab-
bath 
Office Closed 

Pastor Sarah & 
youth on mis-

sion trip  

8– 11:00 am 
NAUM 
3:00 pm Rental 
Group—
Sanctuary 

9– 7:30 am Com-
munity Breakfast– 
Hope Hall 
8:30 am  Contempo-
rary Worship– Hope 
Hall 
10:00 am Traditional  
Worship- Sanctuary 
11:15 am Fellow-
ship– Hope Hall 
12:45 pm New Life 

in Christ- Sanctuary 

10- 9:00 am Heat 
Respite 
9:00 am Grace 
Room 
5:00 pm Trunk 
Space 
6:00 pm Praise 
Band 
Rehearsal 

11- 9:00 am Heat 
Respite 
10:00 am Prayer 
Group 
5:30 pm Yoga 

Class with Tami– 

Sanctuary 

12- 9:00 am Heat 
Respite 
9:15 am Staff 
Meeting 
7:00 pm Evans 
Churchill meeting  

13-9:00 am Heat 
Respite 
9:30 am WELCA 
meeting– Helen 
Mariscal’s 

1:30 pm Circle the 

City—parking lot 

14– 9:00 am 
Heat Respite 
10:00 am Rental 
Group-Sanctuary 
Lester’s Sab-
bath 
Office Closed 

15– 10:00 Oasis 
Church Meal– 
Hope Hall 
1:00 pm Rental 
Group—
Sanctuary 

16– 7:30 am Com-
munity Breakfast– 
Hope Hall 
8:30 am  Contempo-
rary Worship– Hope 
Hall 
10:00 am Traditional  
Worship- Sanctuary 
11:15 am Fellow-
ship– Hope Hall 
12:45 pm New Life 
in Christ- Sanctuary 

17– 9:00 am Heat 
Respite 
9:00 am Grace 
Room 
6:00 pm Praise 
Band 
Rehearsal 

18- 9:00 am Heat 
Respite 
5:30 pm Yoga 
Class with Tami
– Sanctuary 

19- 9:00 am Heat 
Respite 
9:15 am Staff 

Meeting 

20-9:00 am Heat 
Respite 
1:30 pm Circle 
the City—parking 
lot 

21– 9:00 am 
Heat Respite 
Office Closed 
Lester’s Sabbath 

22– 11:00 am 
NAUM 

23- 7:30 am Com-
munity Breakfast– 
Hope Hall 
8:30 am  Contempo-
rary Worship– Hope 
Hall 
10:00 am Traditional  
Worship- Sanctuary 
11:15 am Fellow-
ship– Hope Hall 
12:45 pm New Life 
in Christ- Sanctuary 
2:00 pm Sonoran 
Prevention Works– 
Hope Hall 

24– 9:00 am Heat 
Respite 
9:00 am Grace 
Room 
6:00 pm Praise 
Band 
Rehearsal 

25- 9:00 am Heat 
Respite 
5:30 pm Yoga 
Class with Tami– 
Sanctuary 
6:30 pm Coun-
cil—North room 

26- 9:00 am Heat 
Respite 
9:15 am Staff 

Meeting 

27-9:00 am Heat 
Respite 
5:45 pm Trevor’s 
Vision—Hope 
Hall 

28– 9:00 am 
Heat Respite 
Office Closed 

Lester’s Sab-

bath 

29- 

30- 7:30 am Com-
munity Breakfast– 
Hope Hall 
8:30 am  Contempo-
rary Worship– Hope 
Hall 
10:00 am Traditional  
Worship- Sanctuary 
11:15 am Fellow-
ship– Hope Hall 
12:45 pm New Life 
in Christ- Sanctuary 

31– 9:00 am Heat 
Respite 
9:00 am Grace 
Room 
6:00 pm Praise 
Band 
Rehearsal 

1- 9:00 am Heat 
Respite 
5:30 pm Yoga 
Class with Tami– 
Sanctuary 

2- 9:00 am Heat 
Respite 
9:15 am Staff 

Meeting 

3-9:00 am Heat 
Respite 
1:30 pm Circle 
the City—parking 
lot 
5:45 pm Trevor’s 
Vision—Hope 
Hall 

4– 9:00 am Heat 
Respite 
6:00 pm First 
Friday– Sanctu-
ary 
Lester’s Sab-
bath 
Office Closed 

5- 
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Suggested Bible Readings for June 

July 2 (Lectionary 13)  

First Reading: Jeremiah 28:5-9 

Psalm: Psalm 89:1-4, 15-18 

Second Reading: Romans 6:12-23 

Gospel: Matthew 10:40-42 

 

July 9 (Lectionary 14) 

First Reading: Zechar iah 9:9-12 

Psalm: Psalm 145:8-14 

Second Reading: Romans 7:15-25a 

Gospel: Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 

 

July 16 (Lectionary 15) 

First Reading: Isaiah 55:10-13 

Psalm: Psalm 65:[1-8]9-13 

Second Reading: Romans 8:1-11 

Gospel: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

 

July 23 (Lectionary 16) 

First Reading: Isaiah 44:6-8 

Psalm: Psalm 86:11-17 

Second Reading: Romans 8:12-25 

Gospel: Mathew 13:24-30, 36-43 

 

July 30 (Lectionary 17) 

First Reading: 1 Kings 3:5-12 

Psalm: Psalm 119:129-136 

Second Reading: Romans 8:26-39 

Gospel: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 

July Worship Assistants 

DATE July 2 July 9 July 16 July 23 July 30 

Preacher Pastor Tina Mills Pastor Sarah 

Pastor Mary 

Louise  

Frenchman 

Pastor Mary 

Louise  

Frenchman 

Renee Water-

stradt & Carol 

Staffieri 

Crucifer Solveig Muus Solveig Muus Joe Dani Daniel Ramirez Solveig Muus 

Greeters 
Marjie Bell 

Gene Bell 

Clark Olson 

Brian Flatgard 

Alice Schilling 

Gene Bell 

Kathy Spitler 

Nancy Tickle 

Brian Flatgard 

Brenda Baird 

Reader Gene Bell Frances Fry Marlene Haller Andrea Sigala Daryl Scherrer 

Ushers 
Dorothy Ziehl 

Marjie Bell 

Dorothy Ziehl 

Jim Spitler 

Dorothy Ziehl 

Gene Bell 

Dorothy Ziehl 

Alice Shilling 

Dorothy Ziehl 

Marty Dusenberry 

Sound Board Tim Gallen Joey Lay Tim Gallen Joey Lay Tim Gallen 

Bread Baker Marjie Bell Evalyn Ehlen Solveig Muus Nicole Gallen Stephanie Rodin 

8:30 Reader Kenda Khatter Joey Lay Margie Betz Roger Ark Frankie Ark 

Birthdays 

 July 7  Shane Sigala 

 July 14 William Kinnerup 

 July 15 Julie Larrea 

 July 15 Karen Wentworth 

 July 15  Jeanne Glover 

 July 22  Terrace Hill 

 July 25  Jessica Larrea 

 July 26 Connor Cohen 

 July 26 Miles Hoffner 

 July 30 McKenna Rose Wilson 

 July 30 Holden Wilson 

 

       Anniversaries 

 June 2  John and Linda Erickson 

 June 9  Taylor and Leiana Hokanson  

 June 9  Clark Olson & Nick Butler 



Grace Lutheran Church Council Members 

President   Renee Waterstradt 

Vice President  Tim Gallen 

Secretary   Roger Ark 

Treasurer   Ruth Bowman 

Director   Fran Fry 

Director   Brian Flatgard 

Director   Marty Dusenberry 

Director   Amy Poling 

Director   Haley Meier 

Grace Lutheran Staff 

Pastor: Sarah Stadler    

602-318-6876 

pastorsarah@graceinthecity.com 

Caretaker: Lester  Andrews 

520-233-0468 

caretaker@graceinthecity.com 

Administrative Assistant: Adrienne Kaye 

602-258-3787, officemanager@graceinthecity.com 

Organist & Choir Director: Sam Fleming 

gsamuelfleming@gmail.com 

Praise Band Leader: Chad Hernandez-Cole 

602-619-3172, praisebandleader@graceinthecity.com 

Outreach Coordinator: Kim Davidson, out-

reach@graceinthecity.com, 602-651-1182 

Social Worker: Jeff J irak 

 

Grace Lutheran Church Office Hours 

Monday through Thursday, 9 am - 12 pm 

 

 

 


