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Sunday Morning Worship Hours 
7:30 am Community Pancake Breakfast 

8:30 am Contemporary Worship in Hope Hall 

9:45 am Grace Time 

11:00 am Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary 

12:15 pm Fellowship 
 

Five Guiding Principles of  

Grace Lutheran Church 
1 Jesus is Lord! 

2 Pray, Seek, and Follow God’s Will 

3 Share the Good News of Christ 

4 Embrace God’s Challenge to Love and Serve Others 

5 All are Welcome 
 

November Wilbur Emphasis: 

MANA House 
MANA House During November, Wilbur 

the Pig is receiving donations for MANA 

House. MANA House aids veterans expe-

riencing homelessness and is a program 

of Catholic Charities. For more information, 

go to https://www.manahouseaz.org.  
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CALL: Confirmation Among  

Local Lutherans 
During November, CALL participants meet on Sundays, 

November 3 and 17 at Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church at 

12th Street and Glendale.  
 

November Community Building Goal 
Our community building goal for November is to learn 

the names of at least three people at Grace! If you are a 

long time member and already know the names of other 

members, please learn the names of three regular visitors. 
 

GLOW  

(Grace Lutheran on Wednesdays) 

Wednesdays in Hope Hall  

5:30 pm Meal  

6:15 pm Bible Study  
During the month of November, we continue our focus 

on Skills for Living in Diverse Community. All are wel-

come to participate. What a joyous and educational study 

GLOW is! 
 

Please note: There will be no GLOW on Wednesday, No-

vember 27 for the Thanksgiving holiday. 
 

 
 

 

 



Brandon Burns has served as our  organist and choir  

director since September 2018. Deeply rooted in liturgical 

worship and a theologically Lutheran spirituality, Brandon 

accepted this position as a call from God. Quite soon, we 

will call Brandon “Dr. Burns” as he will have completed 

the defense of his dissertation and be awarded his PhD. 

Brandon’s musical competence, his spiritual leadership, 

and deep kindness and humility have blessed this commu-

nity. Brandon, I thank my God every time I remember 

you. 

 

Elizabeth Pepiot has served as our  bookkeeper  since 

January 2019. After a time of financial messiness, Eliza-

beth has gotten us back on track with diligence and atten-

tion to detail. We rest assured in her utmost professional-

ism and clarity in every aspect of bookkeeping. Indeed, 

Elizabeth, I thank my God every time I remember you. 

 

This month, I celebrate nine years of ministry at Grace. I 

am deeply grateful for the amazing people named above 

and for each one of you who have yoked your lives with 

this community.  

 

By God’s grace, we are in the city for good! 

 

I thank my God every time I remember you. 

Pastor Sarah 
 

 

Phoenix Area Lutheran Youth (PhLY) 

Saturday, November 9, 4-8 pm  

St. John’s Lutheran Church/ 

Vida Nueva  

7205 N 51st Avenue, Glendale  
The next PhLY event for high school youth is Saturday, 

November 9 at St John's/Vida Nueva Lutheran Church, 

4:00-8:00 pm. The service project this month is a sock 

drive for Grace Lutheran. Casey is challenging the PhLY 

community to bring in 200 socks! For more information, 

contact Casey at PhLYministry@gmail.com or 

www.facebook.com/PhLYministry  
 

Congratulations 

Jason & Leslie Easterday ……….7 years 

Ames & Evelyn Thompson………... 30 years 

Peter & Jan Boshens ……….37 years 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         From Pastor Sarah’s Pen 
              

      I thank my God every time I 

   remember you. –Philippians 1:3 

 

Each October or November, a council member, a 

member appointed by the council, and I review the 

ministry of each staff member. This year, I am simp-

ly grateful. The staff of Grace are deeply committed 

to this community and to our shared ministry. 

Jeff Jirak has served as our Sunday morning social 

worker since the late 1990s, I believe. For 20 years, 

Jeff has welcomed pancake breakfast guests, helped 

resolve conflict, guided guests towards resources, 

and counseled guests in crisis. From time to time, he 

has even flipped pancakes and washed dishes—

alongside his boys and wife—and worshiped with us 

at the contemporary service. Jeff, I thank my God 

every time I remember you. 

 

Lester Andrews has served as our  caretaker  since 

January 2014. In these five years, Lester has devel-

oped our property and our hospitality to the larger 

community in an enormous way. With joy and dili-

gence and creativity, Lester solves problems and 

makes possible what seems impossible at first 

glance. Not only do visitors to Grace regularly com-

ment upon Lester’s helpfulness and competence, 

Lester has a gift for welcoming and developing the 

gifts of volunteers. Lester, I thank my God every 

time I remember you. 

 

Chad Hernandez-Cole has served as our  praise 

band leader since May 2014. In that time, Chad has 

led us through a renovation of our audio-visual sys-

tems in both Hope Hall and the sanctuary, helped 

bring The Trunk Space onto the campus, and guided 

the praise band through a time of transition. Chad’s 

flexibility, musical competence, collaborative spirit, 

and creativity in planning worship have blessed this 

community. More than that, Chad has served as a 

mission trip chaperone, youth lock-in chaperone, and 

a Grace Buddies volunteer. Chad, I thank my God 

every time I remember you. 

 

Adrienne Kaye has served as my administrative 

assistant since May 2017. In that time, Adrienne has 

grown exponentially as an administrator and has now 

mastered the administrative aspects of her position. 

Throughout her tenure, she has demonstrated tender 

care for the members and visitors of this community 

and encouraged so many people in their own paths of 

life. She truly respects each person and practices the 

very best boundaries. Adrienne, I thank my God eve-

ry time I remember you. 

 

 



at the Inn” featuring a cast of dozens, beloved Christmas 

music, amazing participation opportunities for everyone  

and a guarantee to start your ADVENT off right! Specific 

details will be forthcoming through November, brought to 

you in person, at both services during announcements. The 

Hospitality team will direct specifics for the potluck lunch, 

but know this now, it’s the first traditional Grace Church 

potluck in some time and in the holiday spirit, let’s make it 

a grand occasion for fellowship. Plan now to participate and 

be alert to details about, salads, sides, desserts or main dish-

es. The program is already blessed with lots of actors from 

our midst, such as: Vicar Beth, Steve and Amelia Gallen, 

Tim Gallen, some great NAUM friends, Eden, Faith, Jay-

den, Owen, Betty, Fran, Solveig, Molly, Pastor Sarah, Al-

ec…But there is still room at the inn for you. Step up! How 

about a gift of music, sharing a talent? There is space at this 

Inn for community. You are also welcome to lend a hand 

with set-up and clean-up. Please be alert for details to come 

and talk with Linda Schwall or Sheila Petry about program, 

Evalyn Ehlen about potluck concerns, and Fran Fry about 

anything having to do with the events of December 8. 

 

Please don’t miss out, your heart and spirit will rejoice!  

 

See you in church,  

Fran Fry, Council Liaison  

 

Grace Room Needs 
The temperature and the Grace Room inventory are drop-

ping! Every Monday morning at 9:00 am, Grace serves 

community members a breakfast meal and shares clothing 

and hygiene items. If you would like to donate to this min-

istry, please bring donations (used or new) to the church 

office during office hours or with you on Sunday mornings. 

 
Warm Clothing 

Coats 

Pants 

Socks 

Underwear 

Shirts 

Long Johns 

Blankets 

Back Packs 

Laundry Soap/Hotel Soaps 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 Congratulations, Dr. Burns! 
Congratulations to the soon-to-be-announced Dr. Brandon 

Burns, our organist and choir director! After completing his 

two doctoral organ recitals and writing his dissertation, 

Brandon defends his dissertation on November 4. We 

couldn’t be more proud of you, Brandon, or more grateful 

for your ministry among us! 
 

Phoenix CROPWAlk 

Sunday, November 10 

1:30 pm Check in 

2:00 pm Walk 

Grace Lutheran Church, Phoenix 
Each year, people of faith of various traditions gather to 

raise awareness and funds for local and global hunger 

through the CROPWalk.  A one to three mile walk that 

happens in large cities and small towns throughout the 

United States, the CROPWalk is the oldest of all fundrais-

ing walks and funds both local food security efforts as 

well as global hunger relief programs.  This year, the local 

designee of the Phoenix CROPWalk is HART Pantry in 

Peoria which serves teenagers who experience food insecu-

rity over the weekends when they cannot access school 

meals.  Congregations may sign up as a team by contacting 

Pastor Sarah Stadler (pastorsarah@graceinthecity.com, 602

-318-6876), or individuals may register on the CROPWalk 

website: www.crophungerwalk.org/phoenixaz.  Those who 

wish to support our efforts but cannot walk are welcome to 

donate at www.crophungerwalk.org/phoenixaz! 
 

 

Spiritual Adventure 2020 

Sunday, November 10, 1:00 pm, Hope 

Hall 
The Spiritual Adventurers are considering a canoe trip for 

summer 2020. Please let Pastor Sarah know if you 

are interested in participating. We will meet at 1:00 pm, 

after traditional worship, on Sunday, November 10 to 

discuss the details of the trip and also walk in the CROP-

Walk beginning at 2:00 pm. If you are considering 

 

going on the spiritual adventure in 2020, please look for an 

email from Loraine Ark about a parking lot 

fundraiser for Saturday, November 2. 

 

Faith Formation Update 

Greetings to all Grace friends, neighbors, ministry partners, 

and members. This is the official GENTLE REMINDER to 

save the date, December 8 after 2nd service…. 
 

It’s the Multigenerational/Sunday School Christmas Pro-

gram and potluck luncheon. The top of the bill is “A Night  

 

 





Reflections on The 2019 Prayer Retreat 

Lori Thompson 
The 2019 Prayer Retreat was great. The activities and discussions were thoughtfully planned. The food was amaz-

ing. The weather was great. The atmosphere was relaxing. The sights, sounds and scenic views of Emanuel Pines 

were awe inspiring. I had a great time.  
 

 The best thing about the Prayer Retreat is the people who attend. You get to be you, in a safe environment, with 

people who genuinely care about you. This year's topic was "Compassion as a way of life." Our study was based 

on the fruit of the Spirit.  For me, the key to compassion is being non judgmental and forgiving. Through the lens 

of the cross I choose to maintain an awareness of everyone's value and freedom. The posture, position or motives 

of anyone I am engaged with are irrelevant in my responses. God values this person so much He gave Jesus as an 

atoning sacrifice. I have the freedom to lay down my opinions, offenses and hurts the same way Jesus laid down 

His life.  Jesus did not retaliate, argue or complain when He was mistreated and His purpose misunderstood. He 

simply said: Father, forgive them. They don't know what they are doing. 

  

 

 







Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1– 6:00 pm First Friday
– Sanctuary 

2- 

3–7:30 am Community Break-
fast– Hope Hall 
8:30 am  Contemporary Wor-
ship– Hope Hall 
9:45 am Grace Time– North 
Room 
11:00 am Traditional  Worship- 
Sanctuary 
12:15 pm Fellowship– Hope 
Hall 
12:45 pm CALL– Our Saviour’s 
 

4- 9:00 am Grace Room 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pastor Sarah & 
Vicar Beth’s  
Sabbath Day 

5–10:00 am Prayer 
Group– Basement 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pastor Sarah & 
Vicar Beth @ Intern-
ship Cluster 

6- 8:30 am Staff Meeting– 
Pastor’s Office 
5:15 pm GLOW– Hope 
Hall 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7– 9:30 am WELCA 
Bible Study– North 
Room 
10:00 am Traditional 
Worship Planning– Choir 
Room 
5:30 pm Bells of Grace– 
Sanctuary 
6:30 pm Chancel Choir– 
Choir Room 
 

8- 9-11:00 am 
NAUM—Hope Hall 
4:00 pm PhLY Event– 
Offsite 
5:00 pm Cinema Club
– Contact  
kenevy@aol.com 
(Evalyn) for more 
information 

10–7:30 am Community Break-
fast– Hope Hall 
8:30 am  Contemporary Wor-
ship– Hope Hall 
9:45 am Grace Time– North 
Room 
11:00 am Traditional  Worship- 
Sanctuary 
12:15 pm Fellowship– Hope 
Hall 
12:30 Faith Formation Ministry 
Team Meeting– North Room 
12:45 pm New Life in Christ- 
Sanctuary 
1:00 pm Spiritual Adventurers– 
Hope Hall 
1:30 pm CROPWalk Check In– 
Hope Hall 
2:00 pm CROPWalk 
 

11- 9:00 am Grace Room 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pastor Sarah & 
Vicar Beth’s  
Sabbath Day 

12– 10:00 am Prayer 
Group– Basement 
6:30 pm Outreach 
Monthly Meeting– North 
Room 
 
 
 
 

13- 8:30 am Staff Meeting
– Pastor’s Office 
10:00 am Knit Wits– North 
Room 
5:15 pm GLOW– Hope 
Hall 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

14– 5:30 pm Bells of 
Grace– Sanctuary 
6:30 pm Chancel Choir– 
Choir Room 
 

15 16– Spiritual Adven-
turer’s Parking Lot 
Fundraiser 

17– 7:30 am Community Break-
fast– Hope Hall 
8:30 am  Contemporary Wor-
ship– Hope Hall 
9:45 am Grace Time– North 
Room 
11:00 am Traditional  Worship- 
Sanctuary 
12:15 pm Fellowship– Hope 
Hall 
12:45 pm CALL– Our Saviour’s 
Spiritual Adventurer’s Parking 
Lot Fundraiser 

18- 9:00 am Grace Room 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pastor Sarah & 
Vicar Beth’s  
Sabbath Day 

19– 10:00 am Prayer 
Group– Basement 
 
 
 
 

20- 8:30 am Staff Meeting
– Pastor’s Office 
2:00 pm Piano Tuning 
5:15 pm GLOW– Hope 
Hall 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

21– 9:30 am Biblical 
Equipping– North Room 
10:00 am 
Campformation Meeting
– Hope Hall 
5:30 pm Bells of Grace– 
Sanctuary 
6:30 pm Chancel Choir– 
Choir Room 
 

22–  23-10:00 am NAUM 
Worship– Hope Hall  

24– 7:30 am Community Break-
fast– Hope Hall 
8:30 am  Contemporary Wor-
ship– Hope Hall 
9:45 am Grace Time– North 
Room 
11:00 am Traditional  Worship- 
Sanctuary 
12:15 pm Fellowship– Hope 
Hall 

25– 9:00 am Grace Room 
7:00 pm Community 
Thanksgiving Worship @ 
Shepherd of the Hills 
UCC 
 
 
 
Pastor Sarah & 
Vicar Beth’s  
Sabbath Day 

26– 6:30 pm Council 
Meeting– North Room 
 
 
 

27- 8:30 am Staff Meeting
– Pastor’s Office 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NO GLOW 

28– 5:30 pm Bells of 
Grace– Sanctuary 
6:30 pm Chancel Choir– 
Choir Room 
 

29– 12:00 pm Organ 
Recital– Sanctuary 

30- 

November 2019 
Grace Lutheran Church 



Suggested Bible Readings  

for November  

November 3 (All Saints Sunday)  

First Reading: Daniel 7:1-3, 15-18 

Psalm: Psalm 149 

Gospel: Luke 6:20-31 
 

November 10 (Lectionary 32)  

First Reading: Job 19:23-27a 

Psalm: Psalm 17:1-9 

Gospel: Luke 20:27-38 
 

November 17 (Lectionary 33)  

First Reading: Malachi 4:1-2a 

Psalm: Psalm 98 

Gospel: Luke 21:5-19 
 

November 24 (Christ the King/Lectionary 34)  

First Reading: Jeremiah 23:1-6 

Psalm: Psalm 46 

Gospel: Luke 23:33-43 

 

 
   

 

 

  November 3 November 10 November 17 November 24 

Preacher Pastor Sarah Vicar Beth Pastor Sarah Vicar Beth 

Greeters 
Jeff Brewitt 

Betty Brewitt 

Judy Baker 

Brian Flatgard 

Bev Zannos 

Marjie Bell 

Jim Spitler 

Kathy Spitler 

Reader Nicole Gallen Solveig Muus Donna Martin Julio Devora 

Ushers 

Dorothy Ziehl 

John Erickson 

 

Dorothy Ziehl 

John Erickson 

Adam Wohlbrandt 

Jim Spitler 

John Erickson 

Dorothy Ziehl 

Joey Lay 

 

Jim Spitler 

Dorothy Ziehl 

John Erickson 

Sound 

Board 
Joey Lay Tim Gallen Maria Ramirez Daniel Ramirez 

Crucifer Solveig Muus Sue Thun Solvieg Muus Sue Thun 

Bread 

Baker 
Marjie Bell  Nicole Gallen  

8:30 

Reader 
Roger Ark Joe Dani Carol Staffieri Ken Ehlen 

 

 

November 3         Eva Angelina Lara 

November 3            Linda Schwall 

November 4   Daryl Scherrer 

November 6          Kevin Erdmann 

November 8           Andrea Sigala  

November 10  Ursula Osburn 

November 12  Alec Khatter 

November 15  Stephanie Niemi 

November 19   Holly Koch 

November 20  Pastor Sarah 

November 22  Calvin Davis 

November 22  Don Loos 

November 30  Beverly Zannos 

 

November Worship Assistants 



PARTNERSHIP SPOTLIGHT 

First Congregational United Church of Christ (UCC) 
Just north of Grace two blocks, First Congregational United Church of Christ at 1407 N 2nd Street reaches 

out to our shared neighborhood for the sake of God’s mission in the world. Around here, First UCC is known 

as the “white steeple church” with whom we have partnered on various endeavors for at least the last eight 

years. Each year, both Grace and First UCC participate in the Phoenix CROPWalk. Each summer, First UCC 

provides sack lunches for heat respite; this year, they provided sack lunches for nine full days of the program! 

In fact, their congregation prepared the sack lunches after church on Sunday morning and then delivered them 

to us for Monday lunch. Most recently, First UCC participated along with Grace, Trinity Cathedral, and St. 

Mary’s Basilica in the Ecumenical Vigil for Remembrance and Change in response to the gun violence in our 

nation. Some years, First UCC has been a partner in Thanksgiving Eve Worship and World AIDS Day 

remembrances, and they are active in the community in many ways—as a sanctuary church, by gathering 

people for social change, and by hosting Joshua Tree which is a food and health ministry for folks who are 

HIV positive. We give thanks to God for the partnership of First Congregational United Church of Christ! 
 

 

Grace Lutheran Church Council Members 

President   Tim Gallen 

Vice President  Brian Flatgard 

Secretary   Amy Poling 

Treasurer   Renee Waterstradt 

Director   Fran Fry 

Director   Marty Dusenberry 

Director   Sheila Petry 

Director   Haley Meier 

Director   Roger Ark  

  

Grace Lutheran Staff 

Pastor: Sarah Stadler , 602-318-6876, 

pastorsarah@graceinthecity.com 

Caretaker: Lester  Andrews, 520-233-0468, 

caretaker@graceinthecity.com 

Administrative Assistant: Adrienne Kaye 

602-258-3787, officemanager@graceinthecity.com 

Organist & Choir Director: Brandon Burns, 

blburns3@asu.edu, 828-493-3353  

Praise Band Leader: Chad Hernandez-Cole 

602-619-3172,  

praisebandleader@graceinthecity.com 

Bookkeeper: Elizabeth Pepiot 

Social Worker: Jeff J irak 

Vicar (Seminary Intern): Beth Gallen,  

vicar@graceinthecity.com, 623-340-9956   

 

 

Grace Lutheran Church Office Hours 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday 

9:00 am-12:00 pm 

mailto:vicar@graceinthecity.com

